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2013 was an extraordinary season in many respects.  The spring was among the best fishing we have 
seen for many years and the month of May will probably have the highest recorded catch since 
monthly records were started in 1952. 
 
Low cold water helped the fishing effort but there was a substantial increase in the number of fish 
running our system as evidenced, not simply by the catches but, fish counter numbers way above 
the long term average. 
 
The summer, however, was quite a different story.  The low cold water of the spring turned into low 
very warm water throughout July and August and the first part of September. 
 
Water temperatures of 70+ oF were the norm in the main stem for almost three months and as a 
result, the fish did not come forward.  This, coupled with a lack of grilse, made for very difficult 
fishing indeed.  When the fish did come from mid September on, they came in good numbers and in 
good size. 
 
I wish to thank all anglers who supported catch and release during the year.  It is clear that the vast 
majority see the need for conservation, which is especially true for spring salmon but, like me, many 
were more than just disappointed to see a beautiful 30lbs+ springer caught on Loch Tay, 
photographed and displayed on the internet hanging dead on a meat hook. 
 
Fish of this quality have become so scarce and so valuable to our river system.  Killing them also kills 
the 20,000+ eggs that such fish would produce and therefore perhaps more than ten returning fish 
in the future. 
 
Let me once again ask that those who are killing them to think again and put the whole river 
interests before their own. 
 
During the year, we held our first open meeting, an opportunity for anyone interested to question 
the Board on any aspect of its activities.  I believe it was a successful start and will now become an 
annual event.  In addition, all Board meetings will be open to anyone wishing to attend and future 
meeting dates will be published on our website. 
 
I have been writing in this report each year since I have been involved about the need to improve 
transparency/communications.  I believe that these meetings will be a considerable step towards 
that aim. 
 
For me, the ghillies are the most important and effective means of communicating.  The angling 
experience is heavily influenced by them.  It is a great disappointment that the Ghillies Association is 
in danger of disbanding through lack of active membership and is kept going only by the work and 
commitment of a few enthusiasts and I am grateful for their efforts.  
 
The Board must do what it can to support the Ghillies Committee in their attempts to create greater 
participation. 
 
The hatchery/kelt reconditioning programme goes from strength to strength.  We now have 250 fish 
available in this wonderful facility and plan to move up to capacity by the end of 2014, hopefully to 
coincide with the rewatering of the River Garry.  The decision about when, lies with SEPA but, I am 
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sorry to say, they seem to find it difficult to reach one. Notwithstanding that under the European 
Freshwater Framework Directive, the River Garry is by any measure the most important in Scotland. 
 
It would be the most significant event for the whole system since the building of the Hydro Dams, 
creating around 500,000 square metres of additional potential spawning ground. 
 
Thanks once again to John Apthorp's generosity, we have been able to refurbish the kelt 
reconditioning building and have consolidated all of the Board's activities there. 
 
2013 saw the third year of the trial season extension.  2011, however, was inconclusive, the licence 
was not obtained until August of that year.  For many beats, it was too late to make proper letting 
arrangements and, as a consequence, there was a very low fishing effort. 
 
I wish to discuss at the AGM, the possibility of extending for one more year,  i.e. 2014, before 
putting the issue of season dates, both opening and closing dates, to a meeting of all proprietors 
before the end of that year. 
 
Can I remind all who read this, that the great spring fishing of 2013 has created increased demand 
for the coming year but there remains lots of availability.  Our river provides fishing for all and at 
prices to suit all pockets. 
 
My thanks are due to all of the Board's staff for their enthusiasm and commitment and to the Board 
itself whose support I greatly appreciate.  I would like to particularly highlight the fundraising 
lunch/auction which raised £40,000, a superb effort by all concerned. 
 
Finally, I wish all who visit our river a safe and successful 2014. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
W  H  JACK 
Chairman 
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2013 REPORT 
 
Season 2013 
 
The 2013 Tay salmon season was in many ways a remarkable season, certainly in the context of 
recent times. It was a season of highs and lows, as is now described. 
 
The season opened as usual on 15 January. The opening ceremony at the Hilton Dunkeld House 
Hotel was performed by television personality Cat Cubie. While there had been very high water 
from mid December to the beginning of January, the run up to Opening Day was dry and stayed dry 
for the first week of the season. Thus, the river was falling and reasonably low for the time of year 
throughout this period. Given the previous high water, expectations were perhaps not that high. In 
the event, at least 21 salmon were caught on Opening Day, making it the best in a long time, 
certainly since the 1990s. However, the rest of the month did not equal that success. While we do 
not yet have full official catch returns, only 41 salmon were reported on the fishtay website for 
January, including 17 from Opening Day. Although water levels were good for most of the month, 
the weather was often very poor, snowy and cold and many beats were only lightly fished. Then, at 
the end of the month, there was a very large spate of over 11 feet which killed any hope of the first 
month ending with a flourish. 
 
February commenced with very high water. But apart from a rise in mid month, the weather was 
basically dry thereafter and water levels fell away throughout the month. In total, 154 salmon were 
reported on the fishtay website. That was considered very encouraging at the time because the five 
year fishtay average was only 86 and indeed that for the all district catch only 114. 
 
The month of March commenced with continuing dry weather and falling water. By mid month, 
water levels were low for the time of year and the weather remained cold. Indeed, hard night time 
frosts continued and many higher tributary burns were frozen. The only respite was a small rise on 
19 March. Nevertheless, easterly winds continued to persist throughout the month maintaining 
average temperatures little over freezing. According to the Met Office website, the average air 
temperature in eastern Scotland in March 2013 was 0.7 degrees, the coldest since 1962 and the 6th 
coldest since 1910. March 2012, by comparison, was the warmest since 1938, with an average 
temperature of 7.1 degrees. 
 
In terms of catches, March proved to be even better than February. 394 salmon were reported on 
fishtay as opposed to a fishtay five year average of 255 and a district average of 331. Even without 
what other fish will be reported from beats that do not report on fishtay, that made it the best 
March since 2006. When the final figures are obtained, it will probably be necessary to go back to 
about 1980 to find March catches that were consistently better. 
 
The first ten days or so of April continued cold with frosts on most nights. Normally, by April, the fish 
are well spread out, but that did not happen this year. Instead, good salmon catches persisted in the 
lower Tay. In mid month, however, temperatures did return to normal levels and this precipitated a 
deluge of snow melt from the hills. Over one twelve hour period the Tay rose from just over a foot 
to over ten feet on the Ballathie gauge. In fact, there was so much snow to melt that the river ran 
very high for almost the whole of the third week of April. 
 
Given the high water, it was assumed that the short spring άōƻƴŀƴȊŀέ ǿŀǎ ƻǾŜǊΦ However, when the 
river did eventually clear on the Saturday, though still running at over five feet, over 50 fish were 
caught throughout the length of the river from Upper Redgorton to Loch Tay. What was particularly 
notable was that beats around Stanley still figured highly in the rankings. Normally, by this time, 
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springers pour through that area without stopping. And that proved to be no fluke. The following 
Monday saw a similar catch and this persisted for a whole week. Between 250 and 300 salmon were 
caught, making it the best April week in many years. In total, 722 salmon were reported on fishtay 
alone in April as opposed to a five year fishtay average of 358 and a full district average of 460. This 
was the best April since at least 2006 when 966 were reported for the full district. Depending on 
exactly how many more fish will be reported from beats that do not report on fishtay, it may be 
necessary to go back to 1978 to then get a better year. 
 
In the first week of May there was another large rise. Thereafter, levels fell away steadily all month 
with the exception of a quick rise at the end. While the distribution of the catch did spread at last, 
May was another very good month overall. 949 salmon were reported on fishtay as opposed to a 
five year average of 411 and a district average of 533. If the final total exceeds the 1098 reported in 
1994, as it most likely will, this will have been the best May in terms of reported catch since 
reporting commenced in 1952. 
 
June was another very dry month and the flow sunk slowly to really quite low levels by the start of 
July. There were only a few small rises during the month and these only really affected some of the 
highland tributaries. Consequently, some parts of the river did well, but other areas, for example 
some of the tributaries, fished much less well than they can do at this time. However, June did see 
the catch reported on fishtay reduce a little from May, as it always does, but the 607 reported still 
comfortably beat the five year fishtay average. The total catch will undoubtedly well exceed the five 
year average for the whole district (617) and will likely be one of the best June totals ever reported. 
 
Apart from a very small rise at the beginning of the month, July was very dry and the Tay ran as low 
as it has been at this time of year for quite a number of years. It was also very hot for much of the 
month, with daily air temperatures peaking in the mid 20s oC on many days. These conditions, 
combined with a seeming non appearance of a main grilse run, resulted in poorer catches for many 
beats. Only 485 salmon / grilse were reported on fishtay compared to a five year average of 618 and 
a full district average of 887. 
 
By the beginning of August, the fierce heat eventually tempered and there was even a little rain. 
However, though much better than July, August was a disappointing month for many. A rise on the 
2nd of the month was small and short lived. Apart from another small rise later in the month, water 
levels remained low all month, though not quite as low as they had been in July. 888 fish were 
reported on fishtay in August compared to a five year average of 1161 and a full district average of 
1666. 
 
September was another essentially dry month, the fourth in a row. The month opened with the Tay 
at its lowest level for the time of year for quite some time. Things began to look rather concerning 
by mid month, with catches continuing below par and reports of accumulations of fish in Perth 
Harbour. However, on the 16th, there was a rise of about a foot on the Tay. This modest rise, 
coupled with a colder snap of weather, led to a dramatic improvement in catches, particularly for 
some lower Tay beats. In the end, 1643 salmon were reported on fishtay which is close to its recent 
average of 1724. Given the previous two months and the experience of most other rivers which 
were really struggling, that was something of an achievement. 
 
There was then a modest rise on 4 October, but that did not encourage fish to move from those 
hotspots (e.g. Almondmouth and Cargill) where they had accumulated during the low water. The 
normal closing date of the season (15 October) came and went with low water back, but it was all 
change thereafter during the trial extended fishing period in the lower and middle Tay. There was a 
little rise about the 17th, but on Saturday the 19th, the Tay had its first decent spate since May and 



 
8 

ironically the river continued high and fluctuating throughout the whole of the first week of the 
extension. Given those conditions, the first two weeks of October continued much in the same vein 
as late September. Some beats suffered, but some had an excellent time, knocking up their best 
autumn catches in years. For example, Almondmouth reported 637 salmon for the season and 
Cargill reported 554.  
 
In total, 2117 salmon were reported on fishtay for October, nearly two thirds of which were 
reported during the first half of the month. For that half, that is around the recent average for those 
beats which report to fishtay. However, reports from the rivers Earn and Eden, which are mainly 
autumn fisheries, suggest these did not fish that well. The same was true of smaller Tay tributaries 
which were too low up to 15 October.  
 
Overall, it is expected that the full district catch may end up in the region of 11,000, including the 
extension. Such a catch is quite reasonable for recent times, particularly given the poor conditions in 
the summer. However, there must be a concern that catches belie the real strength of the runs. The 
spring fishing did benefit from good conditions which may have resulted in a higher proportion of 
the fish in the river being caught, but the evidence from the Pitlochry and Lochay fish counters 
(pages 23 and 25) show there was also a genuinely stronger spring / early summer salmon run. 
Regarding the autumn, it was widely reported that even by September, and certainly by October, 
many of the fish being caught in the lower and middle Tay were colouring or coloured. In common 
with other rivers, there did not appear to be a large late run of fresh run fish. Lower mainstem beats 
benefited from fish which had accumulated over the long period of low water. The great 
unanswered question is whether a wet autumn would have pulled in a good run of fresh fish or 
merely allowed the older fish to move through leaving little in their wake.  
 
As also mentioned, a major feature of the season was the strength of the MSW salmon run. The 
spring run was mainly composed of 2SW fish, but a significant proportion was again of 3SW fish 
which have become noticeably more common from 2008 onwards. At least three fish over 30 
pounds were caught in the spring. In the autumn, salmon in the teens of pounds formed a greater 
proportion of the catch than would have been the case a few years ago. In addition there were 
more bigger salmon too. For example, four fish over 30 pounds were caught in the last three days of 
the season extension period and earlier in the extension period a coloured cock fish estimated at 45 
pounds was caught on the Kercock beat. As regards grilse, they were not that numerous, and even 
into the autumn some very small specimens were caught, even under two pounds. 
 
The Board has frequently been asked why there were more fish this spring. There is no absolutely 
clear answer yet, but one possibility must be that slower growing fish ς as evidenced by the fact that 
grilse have become smaller - are simply not maturing as grilse but are staying longer at sea and 
returning as older salmon. This is not unexpected, of course, because that was the dominant pattern 
in British rivers between the 1920s and the 1950s. 
 
It may also be that stocking has helped some tributaries, and what of catch and release? Perhaps it 
has helped also, but a curious thing is that in the most important Tummel tributaries, for example, 
most of the fish which returned this spring are likely to have been derived from the 2007 spring run 
/ autumn 2007 spawning. The 2007 spring run was in fact a poor one and the catch and release rate 
was not as high as it is now (see Table 1). Furthermore, the 2007 spawning was affected by very low 
water throughout the spawning period. 
 
 
 
 



 
9 

Catch and release ς spring salmon 
 
In 2010, the Board introduced a policy of 100% catch-and-release of salmon up to the end of May. 
That had an immediate effect in increasing the proportion of spring fish returned to over 90% (Table 
1). However, for the 2012 season, the Board asked proprietors to make the catch and release code a 
condition of let in the spring because it was felt that some small pockets of resistance remained 
during the 2011 season. It is encouraging to see that this appeared to have had some effect as the 
proportion returned increased to 92% in 2012. The Board continued to advocate the same policy in 
2013, which it is believed was again largely complied with, though there may again have been some 
exceptions. 
 
The number of spring salmon killed in the Tay district in 2012 was once again marginally the highest 
in Scotland, though not the worst, nor the best, in terms of the proportion killed. Those beats where 
spring salmon continue to be killed are therefore not only a minority on the Tay, but in the entire 
country (Figure 1). 
 

Year Number released Number killed Total caught % released 
1998 41 540 581 7 

1999 108 831 939 12 

2000 193 637 830 23 

2001 415 739 1154 36 

2002 271 524 795 34 
2003 199 281 480 42 

2004 301 684 985 31 

2005 446 669 1115 40 

2006 739 854 1593 46 

2007 349 339 688 51 

2008 861 247 1108 78 

2009 667 179 846 80 

2010 689 55 744 93 

2011 953 118 1071 89 

2012 946 82 1028 92 

 
Table 1. Numbers and percentage of rod-caught Tay district salmon released and killed before 30 
April. Data from Marine ScotlandΩǎ Statistical Bulletins of Scottish Salmon and Sea Trout Catches. 
 

 
 
Figure 1. Numbers of salmon killed and released by anglers to 30 April 2012 ƻƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
spring salmon rivers. Data from Marine Scotland Science. 
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Catch and release ς summer 
 
In addition to continuing the spring salmon policy, in 2013 the Board continued the policy that, after 
May, all female fish should be released and no more than one male fish should be retained per day, 
which should be clean and, where possible, weigh less than 10 pounds (i.e. clean male grilse). While 
2013 data are not yet available, it is clear that the introduction of this policy in 2010 had an impact 
on increasing the proportion of fish released compared to 2009 (Figure 2). 2012 was again higher 
than before the policy was instigated, but not quite as high as in 2011. 
 

 
 
Figure 2. Percentage of the Tay district salmon and grilse catch released by month in 2009, 2010, 
2011 and 2012. The data used in this graph are Crown copyright, used with the permission of Marine 
Scotland Science. Marine Scotland is not responsible for interpretation of these data by third parties.  

 
Catch and release rates in different parts of the district 
 
While the statistics shown above are based on the long standing Scottish Government catch returns, 
the Board has also collected catch statistics for the last few years. This has proved particularly 
valuable in providing a breakdown of catches within the district, which was not available formerly. 
Consequently, this now permits us to identify how catch and release rates vary within the district. 
 
It can be seen that, in 2012, the most recent year for which we have data, the highest rates of killing 
fish up to end April continue to be in the River Dochart and Loch Tay (Figure 3). Some of the smaller 
tributaries did not produce any spring fish and are blank therefore. The highest spring release rates 
were on the lower and middle Tay. However, in terms of absolute numbers, the largest numbers of 
spring salmon were actually killed on the lower Tay and Loch Tay with the Isla and Ericht behind 
(Figure 4). This assumes, of course, that all proprietors and tenants submit accurate returns. 
 
It may be that this pattern continued again in 2013, as there were still reports of fish being killed on 
some beats. These included a 31 pound salmon from Loch Tay which was displayed hanging from a 
meat hook on a website. 
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Figure 3. Percentages of salmon retained in different parts of the Tay district during the 
periods January ς April 2012 and May ς October 2012. 
 

 
 
Figure 4. Numbers of reported retained salmon from different parts of the Tay district, Jan ς 
April 2012. 
 
 
Sea trout conservation 
 
In 2009 the Board first recommended that, following a long decline in their numbers, all sea trout 
should be released without exception. This policy has been maintained thereafter. Since the 
introduction of the policy the great majority of the catch has been released. 2012 basically saw the 
recent levels of catch and release continue (Figure 5). While recent reported catches are higher than 
they were a few years ago, the Board considers that problems may still continue to occur and that 
catch and release of sea trout should continue until there is a sustained recovery. 
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Figure 5. Tay District rod & line catch of sea trout, 1952 ς 2012. (Data obtained from Marine 
ScotlandΩǎ Statistical Bulletins of Scottish Salmon and Sea Trout Catches) 
 
 
Staff Changes 
 
There were two staff changes in 2013. Because of the greatly increased commitment to the Kelt 
Reconditioning Project described later, Jason Walls was recruited on a probationary basis as a 
trainee Hatchery and Monitoring Manager. Jason started work with the Board in February and his 
work involves all aspects of fish husbandry within the kelt reconditioning / hatchery unit and 
scientific work in connection with monitoring stocked fish etc. This post is part funded by the Tay 
Foundation. 
 
One of the bailiff team, Mark Thorne, resigned to take up other employment. 
 
 
Annual national bailiff conference 
 
On 5/6 March the annual Association of Salmon Fishery Boards / Institute of Fisheries Management 
national bailiffs conference was hosted by the TDSFB at the Birnam Hotel. The well attended 
conference was considered a success. Among other things, presentations were given by the 
Procurator Fiscal Service and on covert surveillance equipment by Scottish Communications of 
Perth. There appeared to be considerable interest in the Kelt Reconditioning Project, a visit to which 
was a main focus of the second morning of the event. 
 
 
Enforcement 
 
A number of outstanding court cases from 2012 were concluded in 2013.  
 
A Mr Dean MacGregor was fined at Perth Sheriff Court for fishing illegally on the upper Tay and a Mr 
Stuart Taylor was fined for fishing for salmon with illegal methods on the River Blackwater at 
Bleaton Hallet. However, another case involving suspected unseasonable fish was eventually 
dropped by the Procurator Fiscal. 
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In 2013 three cases were submitted to the Procurator Fiscal by the Police and resolution of these is 
awaited. These involve incidents on the River Tay at Perth Harbour and near Caputh and, in the 
third, a man has been charged for fishing illegally in the sea near Arbroath.  
 
Once again, the Board wishes to express its thanks to Police Scotland, particularly local offices, who 
have, as always, been extremely helpful. 
 
 
Health and Safety at Work 
 
Health and sŀŦŜǘȅ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ staff are frequently 
required to work in situations where potential hazards are present. Therefore the Board is insistent 
that health and safety provision is of the highest standard. In 2013 ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ŀŦŜǘȅ 
policy was reviewed and updated by Health and Safety consultants, Greens of Haddington. 
 
No incidents was reported to the HSE under RIDDOR in 2013. 
 
 
TDSFB Open Meeting 2013 
 
One of the new requirements on district salmon fishery boards in the Aquaculture and Fisheries 
(Scotland) Act 2013 is that, in addition to an Annual Meeting of Proprietors, DSFBs should hold an 
open meeting for any interested parties once a year. While the Act did not come into force until 
September 2013, the Board, which considers this a very worthwhile idea, decided to hold the first 
such meeting on 26 March. The meeting was held in the Birnam Institute and attracted a good 
attendance of both proprietors and anglers. Presentations on the work of the Board were given by 
the Chairman and the Fisheries Director with questions and answers following. Another open 
meeting will be held at a similar time in 2014. The exact date will be publicized in due course. 
 
 
Review of North East England Net Limitation Order 
 
¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ Annual Report described a review of the north east England drift net fishery which 
had been conducted by the Environment Agency / DEFRA. The Board made significant 
representation to this review as that fishery caught 20,000 salmon in 2010 and 25,000 salmon in 
2011, mainly Scottish. 
 
At the time last yŜŀǊΩǎ Annual Report ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ 59Cw!Ωǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
fishery, which was already subject to a long term closure through natural wastage, was still awaited. 
However, on 6 December 2012, DEFRA decided that the drift net fishery would close entirely on 1 
September 2022. A very welcome result. 
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Kelt Reconditioning Project  
 
As explained in previous Annual Reports, on 1 April 2011, the Board took over the former Marine 
Scotland Science experimental fish rearing unit at Almondbank. After an initial trial period, the Kelt 
Reconditioning Project which is based there has become the ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ hatchery 
operations. Therefore, in 2012, the Board took the decision to enter a ten year lease of the facility 
and, as explained last year, significant modifications were made to increase ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΩǎ salmon 
holding capacity. This meant that more salmon were taken in for reconditioning over the 
autumn/winter 2012/13 and a new full time employee was recruited in February 2013 to assist in 
this process. This means that the number of eggs / fry stocked out will increase from spring 2014 
onwards, the numbers having been run down in 2010/11 during the period of uncertainly when the 
facility could have closed. 
 
Given this background, the decision was takŜƴ ƛƴ нлмо ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ, 
including the office, in the former MSS ǎƛǘŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊȅΣ ǎǘƻǊŜ 
and office, which is just next door anyway, be closed and that building be leased out. At the time of 
writing, the hatchery has already been removed and transferred to the other building and the office 
has almost been moved. Existing offices within the former MSS building have been renovated and 
re-decorated. This has included the creation of a room which will be suitable for holding meetings, 
including Board meetings, or for educational purposes. This excellent facility will be of great value in 
demonstrating the work the Board does. 
 
Once again, this work could not have been completed without the generosity of Mr John Apthorp. 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
Figure 6Φ ¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ 
have been moved into the former Marine 
Scotland Science fish rearing unit at 
Almondbank. This has included new meeting 
facilities which will encourage wide interest in 
the facility. 
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Hatchery report 2012/13 
 
!ǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Annual ReportΣ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
the Kelt Reconditioning Project. Therefore, in 2012/13, most of the eggs incubated came from 
reconditioned kelts. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƎƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊȅ ǎǘƻŎƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ нлмо ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŎǳōŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ 
own hatchery, but in future these will be incubated in the former Marine Scotland Science facility, as 
described in the previous section (see Figure 6). 
 
In spring 2013, most fish were stocked either as eyed ova or unfed fry. However, for the third year in 
a row, some 38,000 were stocked experimentally in November 2013 as fed-on parr. Ova and fry 
were stocked out into areas close to where the broodstock were originally sourced, i.e. either the 
same tributary or smaller tributaries close to the source area.  
 
Unlike the previous two years, some mortality was encountered with the fed on parr during the hot 
weather in July because of gill problems. Apparently, this type of problem was common this summer 
amongst farmers rearing brown trout. There was, however, no significantly greater mortality among 
the reconditioned kelts during that period. 
 
The numbers shown below were released in different areas in 2013. Unlike in previous years when 
numbers were estimated, these are based on actual individual counts of eyed ova and are therefore 
the most accurate yet. Numbers will rise from 2014 once the expansion of the Kelt Recondtioning 
Unit begins to take effect. 
 

River Tilt  72,000 

River Garry  212,000 

River Lochay  28,500 

Fillan tributaries 39,000 

Cononish 38,500 

Milton Burn (Lyon tributary) 16,000 

Invervar and Camusvrachan burns (Lyon tributaries) 22,500 

Lyon (mainstem) 7,500 

River Braan 56,000 

River Eden tributaries 19,000 

Errochty Water 43,000 

Ruchill Water (Earn tributary) 28,000 

Ruthven Water (Earn tributary) (Sea trout) 8,000 

Total salmon 582,000 

 
 
Trial Extension of the Tay Salmon Angling Season 
 
2013 was the third year of the three year trial Tay salmon season extension. This trial extension was 
run under a licence from the Scottish Government and was subject to the following conditions. 
 

¶ Duration, 16 October to 31 October. 

¶ Participating beats were on the Tay from Perth to Dalguise only. No tributary beats were 
included. 

¶ All fish had to be released. 

¶ Only barbless hooks were used. 

¶ Worm was not allowed. 
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Furthermore, the Board agreed that one third of the income generated by participating beats, 
averaged over the three years, is to be donated to the Tay Foundation. The money generated will 
help meet the increased costs incurred by the Kelt Reconditioning Project. In 2012, for example, this 
generated £32,500. 
 
Anglers were requested to record hours fished with each fishing method, estimated weights of each 
fish caught, sex of fish and an assessment of colouration. A selection of beats also photographed 
each fish caught and provided samples of scales for ageing purposes. 
 
In 2011, catches were generally poor on most participating beats, partly because of very poor 
conditions and relatively low fishing effort. In 2012, catches were generally much better, with a few 
notable exceptions (Figure 7). At the time of writing, the detailed catch returns for 2013 have yet to 
be analysed. However, the catches reported on the fishtay website during the 2013 trial were again, 
in most cases, much better than in 2011, although more than half of the beats did less well 
compared to 2012. A few beats did in fact do much better.  
 
Compared to catches earlier in the autumn, for those beats that did best in the 2013 extension 
period, catches were generally poorer than they had been in the preceding month (Figure 8). 
However, those beats that produced the lowest catches in the extension tended to have done even 
worse in the preceding month. The extension period was actually one of the best periods of the 
season for such beats. This situation arose because, earlier in the autumn when the river was very 
low, a few holding beats did very well, but others did not. The higher water in the extension period 
obviously improved matters for such beats, but some fish were slow to move from those areas 
where they had taken up residence earlier as evidenced by the fact that beats like Almondmouth 
and Cargill continued to do relatively well. 
 
A report providing detailed results from the three years of the trial will be published ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ 
website once completed. The next steps in the process will be considered at the 2013 Annual 
Meeting of Proprietors. 
 
 

 
 
Figure 7. Number of salmon reported on fishtay website during the 2013 trial extension 
period compared to 2011 and 2012 trial extension catch for those beats that use fishtay. 
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Figure 8. Number of salmon reported on fishtay website during the 2013 trial extension 
period compared to catches in the preceding six weeks. 
 
 
Japanese knotweed spraying 

 

Since 2010, contractors have been engaged by the Tay Foundation and latterly by the River Earn 
Improvement Association / Tay Foundation to spray Japanese knotweed along the River Earn. Most 
of the knotweed between St Fillans and Auchterarder has at least been sprayed once. However, in 
2012 and then again in 2013, part of this area was resprayed by a contractor (Complete Weed 
Control). This is because several years of treatment can be required to eliminate this extremely 
tenacious invasive plant. In 2013, the spraying was paid for jointly between the Tay Foundation and 
the River Earn Improvement Association. 
 
In addition to that effort, in 2012 / 13, the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority 
instigated a volunteer led scheme which is treating knotweed around Loch Earn and also a few 
stands known to exist in the Killin area. 
 
It had also been hoped that a European funding bid by the Rivers and Fisheries Trusts of Scotland 
(RAFTS) would have provided more funding to expand this work, both on the River Earn, where the 
problem is particularly acute, and elsewhere in the district. Unfortunately, this bid was unsuccessful. 
 
However, a combination of the fisheries led initiative on the River Earn itself and the National PŀǊƪΩǎ 
initiative on Loch Earn will hopefully start to get Japanese knotweed under control in the Earn 
catchment at least. 
 
Restoration of flow to the River Garry 
 
As has been explained in previous Annual Reports, something called the European Water 
Framework Directive requires dried out rivers like the upper River Garry, which is totally abstracted 
for hydro power, to be restored as far as is practicable. The Scottish Government and SEPA accepted 
that flow should be restored to the River Garry under the first Scotland River Basin Plan, which must 
be implemented by the end of 2015, i.e. within two years. In fact it was originally considered that 
measures should be in place by 2012 in order to ensure they were actually effective by 2015. 
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While SEPA, which is the lead body in this process, could have led on it itself, what actually 
happened was that SSE made a formal application to SEPA to restore some flow to the River Garry 
mid way through 2010. The Board made significant representation at the time and subsequently. 
 
However, as at the time of writing (November 2013), SEPA have still to announce a decision on this 
application after three and a half years. Given there will need to be some lead in for SSE to do 
whatever work is required to restore flow, a decision will surely have to be made very soon 
otherwise Scotland will presumably have to report a failure to the EU on the delivery of a major 
WFD objective. 
 
Salmon in the Classroom 
 
Salmon in the classroom is a joint project which is now headed by the Tay Foundation, but formerly 
by Scottish Natural Heritage. Although the Tay Foundation heads the project, delivery is largely 
conducted by other partners which include Perth and Kinross Council Ranger Services, Angus Council 
Ranger Services, Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park Ranger Services, Atholl Estates Ranger 
Services and the Esk and Tay district salmon fisheries boards. In 2011 / 12, The Tay Foundation 
obtained grant funding from Scottish Natural Heritage to run the project. However, as this funding 
was no longer available in 2013, the Tay Foundation had to bear its own management costs. 
 
In 2013Σ ǎŀƭƳƻƴ ŜƎƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊȅ ŀǘ !ƭƳƻƴŘōŀƴƪ ǘƻ seven primary 
schools: Stanley, Auchtergaven, Kinloch Rannoch, Dunkeld, Oakbank (Perth), Crianlarich and 
Inchture. In the spring, most of the participating ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ 
talks and demonstrations on the salmon life cycle and its conservation, the process of the hatchery 
and the fisheries on the River Tay. Later in the year, Board staff performed electrofishing 
demonstrations in the streams where the alevins or fry had been released by the pupils. Schools 
were also invited to submit a project record to a competition. The entries again were of a very high 
standard and Inchture and Oakbank schools were judged to be joint winners. 
 
For the first time, the PKC Rangers also set up a display of hatching salmon eggs in the Perth 
Museum. This proved to be a highly popular exhibit. 
 
 
Upper Tay Rafting Issues 
 
In December 2012 an agreement was finally reached between local white water rafting companies 
and the Upper Tay Riparian Owners Association to limit rafting activity on the upper Tay during the 
salmon angling season. This has been the culmination of a very long process for UTROA. No rafting 
will take place on Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesday mornings throughout the season. Rafting can 
only take place on Wednesday afternoons and all day Thursday ς Sunday. 
 
 
Problems caused by low flows 
 
During the hot dry summer of 2013, there were some examples of juvenile fish having problems due 
to streams drying up. One was the Boltachan Burn near Comrie which dried in its lowest reaches. 
We were alerted to this problem by a Board member. Volunteers from the River Earn Improvement 
Association and bailiff staff electrofished young fish from drying puddles in which they had become 
stranded. This stream is abstracted by SSE who are bound by an old agreement to cease abstracting 
to prevent the lower reaches drying out. This was done immediately the problem was brought to 
{{9Ωǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƛŘ make a difference in the short term, but as the drought intensified, the 
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lower reaches, where the bed must be porous, dried out again although there was flow upstream. 
Given the demonstrated propensity of this stream to drying up, the Board hopes that SEPA and SSE 
might find a long term solution whereby abstraction stops automatically in dry weather. 
 
 
Smolt mortality at Dunalastair Dam 
 
In order to prevent salmon smolts entering an aqueduct at Dunalastair Dam on the upper River 
Tummel, which flows to the turbines at Tummel Bridge Power Station, there is an array of smolt 
screens. These are large steel mesh screens which are placed diagonally across the flow to divert 
smolts from the aqueduct to a bypass channel to return them to the River Tummel below the dam. 
Originally, the screen array had a much smaller surface area than it does at present. Sometimes 
large mortalities of smolts occurred when the speed of the flow through the screens resulted in 
άǇƛƴƴƛƴƎέΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ŀƎƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ ǿŀǎ ǿƛŘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƛŘŜǊ 
screen array to ensure lower velocities. Problems have not been reported from this arrangement for 
many years. However, during the sudden and massive snow melt which occurred in mid April, very 
large flows occurred along the upper Tummel. SSE reported mortalities of smolts on the Dunalastair 
screens, 119 of which were retrieved (see Figure 9). While this was clearly an exceptional event, it 
was a reminder of an often overlooked but important issue.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 9. Salmon smolts killed by 
being pinned on smolts screens at 
Dunalastair Dam under exceptional 
snow melt flows in April 2013. 
 

 
 
Beavers 
 
As reported in recent Annual Reports, there is now a significant population of beavers living in the 
Tay district. They are mainly spread along the rivers Isla and Earn in addition to the main River Tay. 
Beavers are also present in Loch Dunalastair, far up the Tummel catchment. In 2012, the Scottish 
Government announced that it would not seek the immediate removal of these beavers, if at all, but 
they will be monitored until 2015. The monitoring of these beavers is coordinated by the SNH 
chaired Tayside Beaver Study Group, on which the Board is represented. 
 
An officer was recruited by the TBSG in 2013 and, over the summer / autumn of 2013, landowners 
were canvassed for opinions on impacts or perceived impacts of beavers. The other main effort 
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along with the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland was to try to trap beavers for health screening 
and genetic analysis purposes. A major purpose of this ongoing exercise is to determine whether the 
existing beavers are fit to be considered part of a ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ άŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ 
beavers. Other work included monitoring of beaver productivity. Out of six lodges monitored, four 
were used by families which bred. Each of these produced two kits in 2013.  
 
In addition to the work of the TBSG, another group, the Beaver Salmonid Working Group, has also 
appointed an officer specifically to collate information on possible effects of beaver activity on fish. 
Part of this work has included trying to assess the passage of brown trout around some recently 
constructed beaver dams on the upper Lunan Burn (Figure 10). While not directly involved, Board 
staff keep a close interest in these activities. 
 
 

  
  

  

 
Figure 10. To date, most of the beavers in Tayside have not needed to actively dam streams. 
However, as examples of what beavers can do, the upper two photos show their progress in 
damming a small tributary of the Lunan Burn between April (left) and November (right) 2013. 
 
In the lower example, beavers succeeded in temporarily damming the head of a fish pass on the 
Shochie Burn (left), completely cutting off the flow from this pass on this important salmon burn 
(right). 
 
 
 
 
 


